
RE-3J Gifted Nomination Form 

    Name of Student: _____________________    Teacher: ___________________      Grade Level: _____  Birthdate:_______________  Date: ___________ 

 

Trait Description and 

Characteristics 

Please rate 1-5 
1 =Not Observed 

2= Seldom 

3 = Sometimes 

4 = Often 

5 = Almost Always 

Possible Negative 

Manifestation 

Please rate  1-5 
1 =Not Observed 

2= Seldom 

3 = Sometimes 

4 = Often 

5 = Almost Always 

Specific Behaviors 

Observed in the 

Classroom or Home  

 Motivation Evidence of desire to learn, 

internal drive in order to 

satisfy a need to know or 

attain a goal. 

 Easily bored with routine 

tasks; may refuse rote 

homework 

    

Interests Intense, sometimes unusual 

interests. Pursues an activity 

beyond the group. 

 May resist being moved to 

new topic; 

independent/unusual interests 

    

Communication 

Skills 

Highly expressive with words, 

numbers, or symbols. Unusual 

ability to communicate with 

extensive vocabulary. 

 May disagree vocally with 

others and with the teacher; 

critical of others 

    

Problem-Solving 

Ability 

Effective, often inventive 

strategies for 

recognizing/solving problems. 

Unusual ability to devise, 

adopt, or revise a strategy as 

needed. 

 May be self-critical and 

impatient with failures; prone 

to perfectionism 

    

Memory Large storehouse of 

information on school or non-

school topics, exceptional 

ability to retain and retrieve 

information. 

 May use information to 

dominate others and question 

decisions 

    

Inquiry/ 

Curiosity 

Questions, experiments, and 

explores. Asks unusual 

questions compared to age 

mates. Remembers details. 

 May be perceived as dis-

engaged or daydreaming. May 

ask inappropriate questions. 

Poor group participation.  

    



Insight Quickly grasps new concepts, 

sees connections, and senses 

deeper meanings. 

 May not be interested in 

details; hands in messy or 

incomplete work 

    

Reasoning Logical approaches to figuring 

out solutions, highly 

conscientious, goal oriented. 

Can think critically and make 

generalizations. 

 May refuse to accept authority 

and assigned way of solving a 

problem 

    

Imagination and 

Creativity 

Produces many ideas, highly 

original, forms mental images. 

Problem solves in non-

traditional patterns. Fluent, 

flexible thinker.  

 May alienate self from others 

with “odd” ideas and 

behaviors. May be absent 

minded or a day-dreamer. 

Doesn’t accept the status quo. 

DIsorganized.  

    

Humor Conveys and picks up humor 

well, ability to synthesize in a 

humorous way. Gets the 

teachers jokes. 

 May make puns or jokes at 

inappropriate times; may 

offend or make jokes at the 

expense of others. 

    

Intensity Strength of reactions, 

responses, and behaviors. Very 

strong, even extreme 

responses to physical, 

emotional, intellectual, and 

sensory stimuli. 

 May not pay attention to time 

limits or deadlines; may over-

react in a situation and call 

attention to self 

    

Sensitivity Evidence of compassion, 

justice, empathy, moral and 

ethical sensibilities. Often self-

critical. 

 May observe and react to 

subtlety, nuance; heightened 

joy or anger 

    

  

 The National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented provides “Twelve Traits of Giftedness” based on the work of Mary 

Ruth Coleman, Ph.D. Not all gifted students show evidence of all these traits which may be demonstrated in positive and 

negative ways at home and in the classroom. These traits are strengths to be nurtured. 

  

 



 

Name of person filling out this form: ____________________________________ Title (parent, teacher, guardian): ________________________________ 

 

Part 2: In the space below, note three of these traits that you see your child/student demonstrating most often. Then briefly describe, with specific 

details, one time when your child demonstrated each trait. 

1.   _________________________(trait) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.   _________________________(trait) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. _________________________(trait) 

  

  

 


